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FIRST SETTLEMENTSIN THE PARISH

The name DuPage comes from a French hunter and trapper named DuPazhe
who settled at the junction of the east and west branches of the river that now bears
his name at the beginning of the 19th century. Here he built a trading post consist-
ing of log huts enclosed in a stockade. This was the first settlement of any impor-
tance in this locality.

In the spring of 1830 came the next settlers into this neighborhood-Stephen and
Willard Scott, Ralph Stowell, and Pearce Hawley. They settled, as DuPazhe had ear-
lier done, at the junction of the two branches of the DuPage. This junction has been
variously known as The Forks, Scott's Settlement, and Fountaindale.

The old County of Cook, of which this area was then a part, was organized early
in 1831. It embraced the territory now covered by the Counties of Lake, McHenry,
DuPage, Cook, Will, Kankakee, and Iroquois. Up to this time no church organization
had been effected hereabouts, or for that matter, in any part of north-eastern Illi-
nois. However, credit for the first religious services in this vicinity belongs to the
Methodists, for its was at the home of the above-named Pearce Hawley, a Methodist,
that such services were first conducted.

The vanguard of those hardy, God-fearing men and women who were to organize
the DuPage Church began to arrive in 1831. These included Israel P. Blodgett,
Robert Strong, Henry Boardman, Seth Wescott, Leister Feet, Samuel Goodrich, and
John Dudley. Then early in 1832, before the outbreak of the Blackhawk War, came
Rev. Isaac Scarrett, Capt. John Barber, Isaac Clark, and Simon Ferrill. And thus we
see how a great stream of settlers was beginning to flow from the eastern States to
these wonderlands of the prairies.

But the breaking out of the Blackhawk War, in the spring of 1832, naturally
filled the minds of the settlers with alarm, and for several months prevented their
friends in the East from joining them. Blackhawk was a Sauk Indian warrior who
believed that his tribe had been wrongfully deprived of their lands. In March of 1832
he appeared in Illinois with 1000 warriors, all in war paint. The alarm of the settlers
in this locality was increased by the horrid massacre of 15 of the settlers on Indian
Creek on May 21, 1832. Most of them fled hastily to Fort Dearborn for the short du-
ration of the fighting. Blackhawk surrendered late in August, 1832 after his warriors
were practically annihilated in a battle at Bad Axe River in Wisconsin, and the set-
tlers returned to their homes and their crops.

The hickory log schoolhouse, around which were gathered many happy memo-
ries of those early days, was built late fall of 1832. It was located about two miles
northeast of the present site. 'This was the first public schoolhouse built in old Cook
County, and was the property of the first organized public school district of that
county. The organization of this district was effected mainly through the influence of
Capt. Boardman, who was one of the first county commissioners of the county.
Morgan Babcock was the first teacher.

The following spring (1833) the community received a large addition to its mem-
bers, among them the Rev. Nathaniel Cattlin Clark who, later that year, assisted in
the organization of the DuPage Presbyterian Church.

However, some time before the arrival of the Rev. N. C. Clark, the Rev. Aratas
Kent, a Presbyterian missionary who was on his way by horseback from Galena, Il-
linois to Chicago, stopped in the DuPage community and preached in the "Old Hick-
ory" schoolhouse, where the DuPage Presbyterian Church later was organized. No
doubt the residents of the community expressed the desire to be organized into a
church and it is very likely that Rev. Kent informed the Rev. Jeremiah Porter in Chi-
cago of this fact. It is of interest to note here also that a Sunday School was estab-
lished by Robert Strong in the home of Israel P. Blodgett approximately two years
before the DuPage Church was organized.



ORGANIZATION OF THE CHURCH IN 1833

The following narrative of the organization of the DuPage Church is copied di-
rectly from the original sessional records, which incidentally are complete from the
very beginning of the Church to the present day: "By a request of a number of per-
sons at DuPage to be organized into a church of Christ, the Rev. Jeremiah Porter,
the Rev. N. C. Clark, Missionaries for this County and the Rev. C. W. Babbit from
Tazewell County met and after prayer and some appropriate remarks proceeded to
examine credentials of applicants. The following named persons were received by
letter, viz, Israel P. Blodget, Avici Blodget, Lucetta Barber, Robert Strong, Caroline
W. Strong, Constant Abbot, Isaac Clark, Clarissa R. Clark, Leister Peet, Henry H.
Goodrich, Thankful S. Goodrich, Eliza S. Goodrich, Samuel Goodrich, Lydia Good-
rich, Pomroy Goodrich, Lucy M. Goodrich." Articles of faith were adopted, with a
solemn covenant that the members would walk and work together in the fellowship
of the gospel. The members then proceeded to the election of elders. Isaac Clark
(brother of Rev. N. C. Clark), Pomroy Goodrich, and Leister Peet were duly elected to
that office. This preliminary meeting was held in the "Old Hickory" schoolhouse,
mentioned above, on Saturday, July 13, 1833, eighteen days after the organization
of the First Presbyterian Church of Chicago.

On the next day the schoolhouse could not hold the multitude as the people
from all the settlements round about came together for worship. The meeting was
therefore held a few rods away, beneath the grateful shade of the oak and hickory
trees.

Quoting again from the sessional records, "After a sermon and other religious
exercises, the above-named brethren were solemnly ordained with prayer and the
imposition of hands to the office of ruling elders. The church was then declared duly
organized." Sarah and Eunice Peet, sisters of Leister, were received as members,
with Prudence Smith from Walker's Grove (now Plainfield). The sacrament of the
Lord's Supper was then administered to about 40 communicants. The service was
closed with singing and the benediction. The records state that "the meetings were
solemn and the divine presence to some degree manifested.” Thus one hundred and
twenty five years ago was born the First Presbyterian Church of DuPage, the second
oldest church of any denomination within the territory of old Cook County.

Of that occasion Rev. Jeremiah Porter wrote, "It was a cheering scene. Few had
dared to expect such a scene at this early period in the settlement of our frontier.
The grain of mustard seed will, we trust, become a great tree, so that the multitudes
shall yet rest under its delightful shade." Interesting sidelights on that first meeting
of the newly organized church were given by Rev. Edwin R. Davis in a sermon
preached on the occasion of the Church's fiftieth anniversary. "What a meeting was
that held in God's own temple on that never to be forgotten Holy Day of rest and
sweet Christian communion! The memorable scenes and events of that day, are fit-
ted to inspire the readiest pencil of the rarest genius! The attentive and reverent
manner of the people, clad in the simple dress of those early days, their mingled
voices of praise bearing the incense of grateful hearts to heaven, the Ministers of the
Lord Jesus, as they quietly move about among them in their holy ministrations, of-
fering to them the bread and wine of Gospel Sacrament, the grand trees with their
beautiful adornments of richest green, the shimmering waters of the river, half



hidden by the tall grass, glimpses of the distant prairie seen through the open-
ings of the forest, and nearby a group of Indians who look on with wondering
gaze, watching in silence the worship of their white brothers—all these things
combined, make such a picture as no walled temple reared by the art of man can
possibly represent! Fittest place, on such a day, for such a company to worship
God!”

There apparently were denominational differences in the community from the
very inception of the DuPage Church. On August 29, 1833 the first session meet-
ing held after the organization of the church relates that the elders “consulted as
to the expediency of adopting the Congregational mode of church government.” A
committee appointed at this time to make a canvass reported on November 29,
1833 that the church already organized preferred its Presbyterian form of gov-
ernment, but that a majority of those interested in church work, but not yet af-
filiated with any church, preferred the Congregational form. This latter group fi-
nally prevailed for on May 2, 1834 it was resolved that the form of government be
changed and on the first of August in the same year, the church officially
adopted the Congregational form of government and made its ruling elders its
deacons.

In striving for an explanation of why the DuPage Church almost overnight ex-
perienced a change of heart, as it were, and became Congregational, one must go
back to New England for the answer. T. C. Pease, a historian, in referring to Con-
gregationalists and Presbyterians of that section, relates the following: “Congre-
gationalism, the state church in New England, at first spread but slowly outside.
To check a Presbyterian invasion of New England, the Congregationalists virtu-
ally surrendered the newer west to Presbyterians.” Rev. Edwin R. Davis, in his
sermon mentioned above, said, “It stands as a fact, in the early history of this
state, that the leading Congregational ministers of the East advised, in those
early times, the organization of the new churches in lllinois as Presbyterian in
their form of government.” When DuPage organized as a Presbyterian church
there were a goodly number who would not abide by this form of government.
Many, on the contrary, not only refused to become members, but they also left no
stone unturned until it had been changed to the Congregational form of govern-
ment. Elder Isaac Clark was a prime mover in effecting this change. Nor was the
DuPage Church alone in this respect. Frederick Kuhns in Congregational Church
in Hlinois lists fourteen Illinois Congregational churches that were founded be-
tween 1830 and 1844 as Presbyterian.

Rev. N. C. Clark had the principal care of the church for three years after its
formation, but did not always supply the pulpit personally because of missionary
work in nearby communities. Because the members came from several different
settlements, services were held alternately “on the first and fifth Sabbath of each
month near the pastors house, on the second and fourth in the neighborhood of
Capt. Joseph Naper, and on the third in the neighborhood of Luther Hatch
(Lisle).” During the summer of 1837 tent meetings were held in Naperville,
probably at the urging of Isaac Clark who desired the removal of the DuPage
Church to that community. Rev. Davis gives reasons for this proposed change in
his 50th anniversary sermon when he bluntly described conditions in Naperville
at that time. “This place in early days was notorious for its wickedness. Intem-
perance, profanity, Sabbath breaking, and infidelity abounded in it. And Mr.
Clark wanted the church to go to that dark place and there let its light shine!
Brother Clark desired to save the people of Naperville from the calamity of be-
coming barbarians!”



The Rev. Jonathan G. Porter (who should not be confused with the Rev.
Jeremiah Porter, one of the founders of the DuPage Church) became the Rev. N. C.
Clark’s successor that same summer (1837). Rev. Porter was a Presbyterian, and
though the church was now Congregational, he was installed by the Presbytery of
Ottawa, and when he wished dismissal in 1840, the Presbytery was called upon to
dissolve the pastoral relationship. It was during his pastorate that preaching ser-
vices were held in the Naperville schoolhouse beginning in July, 1838.

The services of Rev. J. G. Porter proved to be very acceptable, for the old
schoolhouse soon could not accommodate all the worshippers. It was decided to
build no later than the following spring. James Towner, William Smith, Isaac
Clark, Josiah Strong, and Samuel Goodrich were chosen as a committee to make
all the necessary arrangements. But the committee could make very little headway
because of disagreement among the members. No decided majority favored any
one building site. The different factions wisely compromised, by placing the matter
into the hands of a Congregational council made up of delegates from neighboring
churches. This council advised that Naperville be made the center of worship. In
agreement with this advice the society met in that village on May 30, 1839 and
organized the First Congregational Church of Naperville, lllinois. The next year
Rev. J. G. Porter was succeeded as pastor by the Rev. John H. Prentiss.

The members of the church had always upheld strict beliefs regarding dancing
and the use of alcoholic beverages. They soon gave evidence of their belief in tem-
perance. Among the resolutions adopted during the first few months after the or-
ganization was one to “totally abstain from the manufacture, traffic, and use of
ardent spirits, and from furnishing them on any occasion, except for medicinal,
chemical, or mechanical purpose.” And at a meeting on April 30, 1841, after dis-
cussing such problems, the following resolution was passed, “Resolved that here-
after we will wholly dispense with the use of alcoholic wine for sacramental pur-
poses and substitute therefore the unfermented juice of the raisin.”

At a meeting on November 5, 1841, another interesting affair occurred. It was
resolved at that time to set aside a day of thanksgiving. There is no record of one
being held until December 8, 1842, but this is believed to have been the first pub-
lic Day of Thanksgiving in the county.

The records thus far show that the majority opinion favored the Congregational
form of government, while the opinion as to the location of the church seems to
have been more evenly divided. One group, after a more than four-year tryout of
the Congregational form in Naperville, still favored a Presbyterian church in the
community that first claimed it.



REORGANIZATION IN 1844

The population of the neighborhood where the DuPage Church had originated
had increased considerably during the years that the Church had moved to Naper-
ville. Josiah B. Wightman and Warren W. Boughton arrived in 1838. In 1844 Robert
Clow and five sons arrived - Robert Jr., Adam, William, James, and Thomas - and
settled here. A sixth son, John H., arrived later. Mungo Patterson also arrived in
1844.

A goodly number favored the re-establishment of the original Presbyterian
Church at or near its first site. Consequently on January 6, 1844, the first steps
were taken towards this end when twelve persons requested and received their let-
ters of dismission from the First Congregational Church of Naperville. As for the ac-
tual reorganization the sessional records speak for themselves: "On the 9th day of
March, A.D. 1844, several parsons, members of the Congregational Church of Na-
perville and of other churches, met at the schoolhouse in DuPage and on presenting
their letters were organized into' a church by the Rev. Romulus Barnes and Rev. Or-
ange Lyman." The names of those present as the first members of this reorganization
are Samuel Goodrich, Lydia Goodrich, Robert Strong, Caroline Strong, Francis E.
Towner, Lyman Meacham, Reuben W. Smith, Sybel Boughton, Warren W. Boughton,
Mary Boughton, Robert Freeman, and Adaline Freeman.

Samuel Goodrich, Robert Strong, and Robert Freeman were elected as ruling eld-
ers and were installed the fallowing day (Sunday, March 10, 1844) when communion
was also' celebrated. Incidentally, this reorganization took place in the new school-
house located a few rods east of Old Hickory.

At a session meeting held May 26, 1844 elder Strong was appointed as delegate
to the meeting of Ottawa Presbytery to be held in Joliet May 28, 1844, at which meet-
ing he was to petition Presbytery to receive the reorganized First Presbyterian Church
of DuPage back into' the fold of Presbyterianism. Later that same year Rev. Jonathan
G. Porter returned to became pastor of this reorganized farmer parish. The return of
this beloved pastor was an assurance that the DuPage Church would succeed.

Every page of the records of session gives evidence of the rapid growth of the
church. Session sometimes met as often as twice a week and new members were
added to the church roll at nearly every meeting. Most of these members were re-
ceived on confession of faith. Mungo Patterson, Sr. recorded in his diary on Septem-
ber 7, 1845: "With this Sabbath ends the first year of Mr. Porter’s stated preaching in
this place. . . The prospects of the church are cheering, the members have more than
doubled within the year. . . . not one opportunity has presented itself without some
new members joining."

In 1847 the DuPage church was privileged to be the host for the founding of a
new Presbytery. "The Presbytery of Chicago had its beginning, not in the young, bois-
terous, then malodorous, city whose name it bears, but out in the peaceful, quiet,
countryside, in a schoolhouse used by the DuPage Church. . . Here the Presbytery
had its first meeting, October 12 and 13, 1847." So states Jahn F. Lyons in his Cen-
tennial Sketch of the History of the Presbytery of Chicago. Six churches were repre-
sented by the nine ministers in attendance.

The year 1847 also witnessed the first plans towards building a permanent
church building. At a meeting held September 25, 1847 the congregation decided as
follows: "On motion the meeting resolved, first that it is expedient to build a house of
warship, second that we will appoint a committee of seven to select a suitable place
to locate said house." However, no' construction took place for several years. The
above committee reported on a suitable site which was accepted and then rejected at
a later meeting. Further committees were also established for the same purpose of
establishing a site up on which the sanctuary could be built, but no concrete action
was undertaken. Then in 1849, greatly to the sorrow of the people, Rev. J. G. Porter
accepted a call from the church at Wilmington, and removed to that place. Rev. Wil-
liam R. Dawns was far two years his successor.
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