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According to Bredweg, the church had its beginning in asmall hickory log
schoolhouse built in the fall of 1832 at Barkdoll and Royce roads. Records show
that the building was the first public school in what was then Cook County.
More than 100 years ago, the old Cook County encompassed what is now Cook,
Lake, McHenry, DuPage, Will, Kankakee and Iroquois counties.

The Rev. Nathaniel Cattlin Clark arrived in the community in the spring of
1833 and assisted in organizing the new church. Before the arrival of Clark, the
Rev. Aratas Kent, a Presbyterian missionary, en route on horseback from Galena
to Chicago, stopped in the community and preached at the new school house.

On July 13, 1833, a preliminary meeting was held at the schoolhouse where
Isaac Clark, Promeroy Goodrich and Leister Peet were named as the first ruling
elders. That following week, people from nearby settlements came together to
worship and overcrowded the little schoolhouse, so services were moved outside
to agrove of oak and hickory trees.

Although the Methodists are credited with having held the first religious
services in the community at the home of Pearce Hawley, the DuPage
Presbyterian Church claimsto be the oldest church in the area now covered by
Will County, Bredweg said.

It was also recorded that two years before the formal organization of the
church, Robert Strong had established a Sunday school in the community at the
home of Israel P. Blodgett.

There were denominational differences from the inception of the church. The
church officially adopted the congregational form of government on Aug. 1,
1834, barely ayear after its organization, making the elders into deacons.

In the pioneer erain lllinois, these types of changeovers were not unusual,
Bredweg said.

During itsfirst few years, the congregation held services in the schoolhouse, in
groves and in members' homes. Then, in 1839, members |eft the schoolhouse,
and services were offered in a courthouse in Naperville.

Services were held there for eight years, until members began complaining
about how inconvenient it was to travel to the location. In 1847, plans were
made to erect a new church building on a site that would be on Naperville-Joliet
Road just south of Boughton Road. The completed structure was dedicated on
Feb. 24, 1853.

Documents state that the land the church was built on would be leased to the
trustees of the church and their successors by Reuben W. Smith for the rental of
one peppercorn per annum.

The building was later enlarged and a parsonage was constructed. The facility
was rededicated on May 30, 1909. It's the same building that is now targeted for
demolition.

A stone marker was placed at the site of the "Old Hickory" schoolhouse, where

First Presbyterian Church of DuPage was founded. On its 125th anniversary in
1958, the congregation held a ceremony at the old schoolhouse site.

In the past 10 years, the rapid growth in the village has brought about great
changes in the church. The Rev. Jan Kennedy is the current pastor, and the
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church has about 250 members.
For information on the sale or the church, call (630) 759-8343.
Contact Toni Greathouse at P.O. Box 1061, Bolingbrook, IL 60440.
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